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XXXIL. An Extraft of a Letter written
by the Magifirates of the City of Malcali,
in Sicily, and fent from their public Office

to Naples, concerning a late Eruption of

Mount Ztna. Tranflazed from the Ita-
lian.

Mafcali, March 12, 1755,

Read May 29, N funday the ninth of this March,

1755 about noon, Mount /Atna began to
caft from its mouth a great quantity of flame and
fmoke, with a moft horrible noife. At four of the
clock on the fame day the air becametotally dark, and
covered with black clouds; and at fix a thower of
ftones, each of which weighed about three ounces,
began to fall, not only all over the city of Mafcali,
and its territory, but all over the neighbourhood.
This thower continued till a quarter after feven; fo
that by the darknefs of the zir, the fall of ftones,
and the horrible eruations of the mountain, the
day of judgment feemed to fome to be at hand.
After the ftenes had ceafed falling, there fucceeded a
thower of black fand, which continued all the re=
mainder of the night. The next morning, which
was monday, at cight of the clock there fprung from
the bottom of the mountain, as it were, a river of

water, which, in the fpace of half a quarter of an

hour, not only overflowed to a confiderable diftance
the rugged land, that is near the foot of the hill, but,
upon the waters fuddenly going off, levelled all the
roughnefs and inequalities of the furface, and made
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the whole a large plain of fand. A country fellow,
who was prefent at fo ftrange a fight, had the curio-
fity to touch this water, and thereby fcalded the
end of his fingers. The ftones and fand, which re-
main where-ever the inundation of the water reached,
differ in nothing from the ftones and the fand of the
fea, and have even the fame faltnefs. This account,
however fabulous it appears, is moft exaly true.
After the water had done flowing, there fprung
from the fame opening a {mall ftream of fire, which
lafted for twenty-four hours. On Tuefday, about a
mile below this opening, there arofe another ftream
of fire, which being in breadth about 400 feet, like
a river, began to overflow the adjoining fields, and
- aually continues with the fame courfe, having ex-
tended itfelf about two miles, and feeming to threaten
the neighbourhood. We remain therefore in the
greateft fear and terror, and in continual prayers.

XXXIV. Some Account of the Charr-Fifh, as
found in North-Wales, In a Letter from
the Rev. Mr. Farrington, of Dinas, near
Caernarvon, z0 Mr. Thomas Collinfon, ¢

London. Communicated by Mr. Peter
Collinfon, F. R. §.

Read May 29, . HIS fpecies with usis called tor-
1755 goch, a compound of tor, the
lower part of the belly, and goch, red; in Englith
red-belly. This rednefs in the female, paler or deeper,
according



